Righteousness in an Unrighteous World:
A 5-Day Devotional

Day 1: Finding Favor in the Eyes of the Lord
LI Scripture to Read: Genesis 6:8-10; Ephesians 2:4-9; Romans 5:8

Devotional

Have you ever felt like you're swimming against the current? That's likely how Noah
felt every single day. Our journey through Genesis brings us to a pivotal moment,
introducing us to a man named Noah in a world utterly consumed by sin. Genesis 6:5
tells us that "every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually."
Imagine living in a time when darkness was the norm and righteousness was a rare

exception.

Yet, amidst this pervasive corruption, Genesis 6:8 offers a profound glimmer of hope:
"Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord." This verse is crucial because it precedes
the description of Noah as "righteous"” and "blameless" in verse 9. This order is not
accidental; it reveals a foundational truth of our faith: God’s grace always comes
first. None of us earns God’s favor — not by good works, moral performance, or

religious duty.

This is the beautiful reality of the Gospel for us today. We don't earn God's love or
grace through our actions. Instead, as Romans 5:8 reminds us, "God demonstrates
His own love for us in this: while we were still sinners, Christ died for us." Our
righteousness, our ability to walk with God, begins not with our effort, but with His
initiating, transforming grace. This grace is not a reward for our goodness, but a gift
to those who desperately need it. Noah's life is a testament to this truth: it is God's

grace that sets us apart and enables us to live differently in a fallen world.



Reflection Questions

e How do you tend to think about God’s favor — as something to earn or something
to receive?

e Why is it significant that grace always comes before righteousness?

e How would your perspective on daily obedience change if you started from grace
rather than performance?

Practical Application
Take time today to thank God for His grace. Take a moment to reflect on an area of

your life where you might be trying to earn God's favor rather than simply receiving

His grace. Ask Him to help you rest in His undeserved love.

Prayer
Heavenly Father, [ thank You for Your amazing grace that always comes first. Thank

You that even when [ was a sinner, You loved me and sent Christ to die for me. Help
me to truly grasp the depth of Your undeserved favor and to live in light of it each

day. In Jesus' name, Amen.



Day 2: Righteous by Grace Through Faith
LI Scripture to Read: Genesis 6:9; Galatians 2:16; Hebrews 11:7

Devotional
Yesterday, we saw that Noah "found favor" with God. Today, we dig deeper into the

first description of his character in Genesis 6:9a: "Noah was a righteous man." What
does it mean to be "righteous"” in God's eyes? It's a crucial question, especially since
the Bible is clear that "there is none righteous, no, not one" (Romans 3:10). Noah,

like us, was a sinner by nature. So, how could he be called righteous?

The answer lies in the glorious doctrine of justification by faith. Noah was not
righteous by his own perfect obedience, but by God’s gracious declaration. Hebrews
11:7 confirms this, stating that "By faith Noah... became an heir of the righteousness
that comes by faith." Noah believed God's promises and warnings, and God counted
it to him as righteousness. This is the same principle that applied to Abraham

(Genesis 15:6) and applies to us today.

For us, this righteousness is found perfectly and fully in Jesus Christ. Galatians 2:16
declares, "yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through
faith in Jesus Christ... because by works of the law no one will be justified." Our
righteousness is not something we achieve, but something we receive—it is Christ's
perfect righteousness imputed, or credited, to us. This means that when God looks at
us, He sees the perfect obedience and sacrifice of His Son. This is God's consistent
plan of salvation throughout history: by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ

alone. It's not something we can earn; it's a gift from God.

Reflection Questions

» What does it mean to you that your righteousness before God is a gift, not
something you earn?

» How does knowing that Christ's righteousness is imputed to you change how you
view your standing with God?



Practical Application
Spend time meditating on Galatians 2:16 today. Ask God to deepen your

understanding and appreciation for the truth that you are justified by faith in Christ

alone.

Prayer
Heavenly Father, [ confess that [ cannot make myself righteous. Thank You for the

incredible gift of Your Son, Jesus Christ, whose perfect righteousness is now mine
through faith. Help me to rest in this truth and to live a life that reflects my gratitude

for this amazing salvation. In Jesus' name, Amen.



Day 3: Blameless in His Generation
LL! Scripture to Read: Genesis 6:9; Titus 2:11-12; Philippians 2:14-16

Devotional

Beyond being "righteous” (our standing before God), Genesis 6:9 also tells us Noah
was "blameless in his generation." While righteousness is about our legal status,
blamelessness speaks to our integrity and consistency in our daily lives. It means
Noah maintained a godly reputation through an outward lifestyle that matched his
inward faith. In a world full of corruption and violence, Noah's life stood out as a

testament to what he professed to believe.

This "blamelessness" is not sinlessness, but a genuine desire to live a life that honors
God and is seen as morally sound by others. It's about the ongoing work of
sanctification—the process by which God’s grace transforms us from the inside out,
making us more and more like Christ. Many Christians understand that grace
justifies us, but they forget that the same grace that pardons us from sin's guilt also
delivers us from sin's power and presence! Titus 2:11-12 powerfully states, "For the
grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce

ungodliness and worldly passions..."

Grace doesn't just give us a "get-out-of-hell-free card"; it actively trains us, forms
Christ-like character within us, and empowers us to live out our faith before a
watching world. Our goal, like Noah, should be for our private lives, public behavior,
and personal faith to all tell the same story: "I belong to Jesus." In a "crooked and

twisted generation,” may we "shine as lights in the world" (Philippians 2:15).

Reflection Questions

 In what ways does your outward lifestyle reflect your professed faith in Christ?

* How is God's grace actively "training" you to renounce ungodliness and worldly
passions?



Practical Application
Choose one area where your daily life might not fully align with your faith. Ask God

for His grace to transform that area, enabling you to live more blamelessly before

others.

Prayer
Lord Jesus, thank You for Your grace that not only saves me but also sanctifies me. |

pray that You would make me blameless in my generation, so that my life
consistently points to You. Help me to live with integrity and to shine Your light in

this dark world. In Jesus' name, Amen.



Day 4: Walking Intimately with God
LI Scripture to Read: Genesis 6:9; Romans 12:2; John 17:14-16; Micah 6:8

Devotional
Perhaps the most profound statement about Noah's character is found in Genesis

6:9c: "Noah walked with God." This phrase paints a beautiful picture of a close,
intimate, and ongoing relationship. It's not just a casual acquaintance; it implies
fellowship, agreement, and a life lived in conscious awareness of God's presence and
will. It speaks of a continuous communion where Noah'’s steps were ordered by

divine guidance and his heart was attuned to God'’s voice.

To "walk with God" means living by faith, not by sight. It means active obedience to
His commands, even when they seem difficult or counter-cultural, just as Noah built
a massive ark on dry land. [t means cultivating a daily, intimate relationship through
consistent time in His Word and fervent prayer. And crucially, it means being distinct
from the world. Jesus said of His disciples, "They are not of the world, just as [ am
not of the world" (John 17:14). To walk with God in an unrighteous world means
refusing to conform to its patterns (Romans 12:2), choosing instead to follow God's

ways.

Noah's example, and that of countless faithful servants throughout history like
Spurgeon, Athanasius, Luther, and Knox, shows us that it is possible to walk with
God in a dark and unbelieving generation. It won't always be easy; in fact, it will
often feel like standing alone. But by God's grace, it is possible for you to stand for

Christ and reflect His character wherever you are.

Reflection Questions

e What does your daily walk with God look like?

e What hinders you from walking closely with Him?
e How can you grow in abiding in Christ this week?



Practical Application
Today, dedicate specific time to prayer and Bible reading, consciously seeking to

"walk with God" and listen for His guidance in your daily decisions.

Prayer
Lord, I long to walk intimately with You, just as Noah did. Help me to cultivate a

deeper relationship through Your Word and prayer. Give me the courage and
strength to obey Your commands and to be distinct from the world around me. May

my life be a clear testimony to Your presence within me. In Jesus' name, Amen.



Day 5: Light in the Darkness
LLI Scripture to Read: Genesis 6:11-13; 2 Peter 2:5; Matthew 24:37-39

Devotional
As we conclude our devotional on Noah, let's revisit the stark context of his world.

Genesis 6:11-12 paints a grim picture: "The earth was corrupt in God's sight, and the
earth was filled with violence." This was a society utterly consumed by sin, where
injustice and lawlessness reigned. This passage powerfully illustrates the doctrine of
Total Depravity, reminding us that apart from God's restraining grace, humanity's

fallen nature leads to pervasive evil.

In response to this widespread corruption, Genesis 6:13 reveals God's solemn
declaration: "I have determined to make an end of all flesh, for the earth is filled with
violence through them. Behold, I will destroy them with the earth.” This underscores
God's perfect justice; He cannot allow unrighteousness to persist indefinitely. The
Flood was a historical demonstration of God's judgment against sin, and it serves as
a powerful foreshadowing of the final judgment that will come upon the earth when

Christ returns (Matthew 24:37-39).

Yet, even in this declaration of judgment, we see God's incredible grace. He spoke to
Noah, providing a way of escape. Just as God provided an ark for Noah, He has
provided the ultimate Ark of salvation for us in His Son, Jesus Christ. Noah, who was
called a "preacher of righteousness" (2 Peter 2:5), warned his generation. Similarly,
we are called to be lights in the darkness, compelled by both God's justice and His
boundless grace to share the Gospel. Our lives, lived righteously and distinctly,
become a powerful witness to a world rushing towards judgment, pointing them to

the only hope found in Christ.

Reflection Questions

* How does understanding God's holiness and justice impact your view of sin and
salvation?



* Who in your life needs to hear the good news of salvation in Jesus Christ?

Practical Application
Identify one person in your life who doesn’t know Christ. Pray for them today and

look for an opportunity to share the Gospel.

Prayer
Almighty God, I stand in awe of Your perfect justice and Your boundless grace. Thank

You for providing salvation through Jesus Christ, the ultimate Ark. Strengthen me to
be a light in this dark world and give me boldness and opportunity to share the
Gospel with those who are lost. May Your name be glorified through my life. In Jesus'

name, Amen.
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