
5-Day	Devo*onal:	The	Ark	–	God's	
Sovereign	Rescue	(Genesis	6:13–17)	

Day	1:	When	God	Speaks	Judgment	

Scripture	to	Read:	Genesis	6:13;	Romans	2:5–8;	Revelation	20:11–15	

Genesis	6:13	is	sobering:	“Then	God	said	to	Noah,	‘I	have	determined	to	make	an	end	of	all	
>lesh.’”	This	is	the	>irst	time	God	speaks	directly	to	Noah—and	it’s	not	a	pep	talk.	It’s	a	divine	
decree	of	judgment.	
	
God	isn’t	speculating	here.	He’s	not	threatening	or	negotiating.	He’s	announcing	what’s	
already	decided	in	His	holy	justice:	judgment	is	coming.	Why?	Because	the	earth	is	>illed	
with	violence	and	sin.	Humanity	has	rejected	God's	ways.	And	a	holy	God	cannot	turn	a	blind	
eye	to	evil.	
	
This	is	uncomfortable	for	us.	We	don’t	like	the	idea	of	God	judging	the	world.	We	prefer	His	
love,	His	grace,	His	patience.	But	Scripture	never	pits	those	attributes	against	His	justice—
they're	all	part	of	who	He	is.	If	God	ignored	sin,	He	would	cease	to	be	just.	As	Paul	writes	in	
Romans	2,	God's	righteous	judgment	is	storing	up	wrath	for	the	unrepentant.	That’s	not	
unfair—it’s	consistent	with	His	character.	
	
But	even	in	Genesis	6:13,	there’s	mercy.	How?	Because	God	speaks.	He	doesn’t	owe	Noah	an	
explanation,	yet	He	reveals	His	plan.	God	always	warns	before	He	acts.	That’s	mercy.	
	
And	just	as	in	Noah’s	day,	God	has	spoken	again.	Through	His	Word,	He	warns	us	that	
judgment	is	coming.	But	He	also	offers	a	way	of	escape—through	Jesus	Christ.	The	cross	is	
where	judgment	and	mercy	meet.	
	
The	question	is	not	whether	judgment	is	coming.	It	is.	The	question	is:	are	you	listening?	

Reflec:on	Ques:ons	
• •	Why	do	you	think	people	struggle	with	the	idea	of	God’s	judgment?	

• •	How	does	understanding	God’s	justice	affect	the	way	you	view	sin	in	your	own	life?	

• •	In	what	ways	has	God	shown	you	mercy	by	warning	you	through	His	Word?	

Prac:cal	Applica:on	
Take	a	few	minutes	today	to	read	Romans	2:5–8	slowly.	Ask	God	to	give	you	a	healthy,	
reverent	view	of	His	justice—and	a	deeper	gratitude	for	His	mercy	in	Christ.	



Prayer	
Holy	God,	thank	You	that	You	are	perfectly	just	and	perfectly	merciful.	I	confess	that	I	often	
downplay	the	seriousness	of	sin.	Help	me	to	see	it	as	You	see	it.	Thank	You	for	warning	me	
and	for	offering	salvation	through	Jesus.	May	I	respond	to	Your	Word	with	faith	and	
obedience.	In	Jesus'	name,	Amen.	



Day	2:	God	Always	Provides	a	Way	

Scripture	to	Read:	Genesis	6:14;	John	14:6;	Ephesians	2:4–9	

After	God	announces	judgment,	His	very	next	words	to	Noah	are	astonishing:	“Make	yourself	
an	ark…”	(Genesis	6:14).	This	moment	drips	with	mercy.	God	doesn’t	just	declare	judgment
—He	immediately	provides	a	plan	for	rescue.	
	
And	notice—this	plan	is	100%	God’s	idea.	Noah	didn’t	plead	for	deliverance.	He	didn’t	
brainstorm	escape	options.	The	blueprint	came	straight	from	heaven.	God	initiates	salvation	
because	He’s	the	only	One	who	can.	
	
This	is	the	essence	of	the	gospel.	Ephesians	2	reminds	us	that	while	we	were	dead	in	sin,	
God	made	us	alive	in	Christ.	We	didn’t	cry	out	for	help	>irst—He	moved	toward	us	in	love	
and	provided	the	way	of	escape.	Just	as	Noah’s	ark	was	the	only	safe	place	from	God’s	
judgment,	Jesus	is	the	only	safe	refuge	from	God’s	>inal	judgment.	
	
In	John	14:6,	Jesus	makes	it	plain:	“I	am	the	way,	and	the	truth,	and	the	life.	No	one	comes	to	
the	Father	except	through	me.”	There’s	one	way	into	salvation,	and	it’s	not	through	good	
behavior,	church	attendance,	or	spiritual	effort.	It’s	through	the	>inished	work	of	Christ.	
	
God’s	provision	of	the	ark	shows	us	something	important	about	His	heart—He	delights	to	
save.	He	is	both	just	and	merciful.	And	for	those	who	take	shelter	in	His	provision,	there	is	
life.	
	
Have	you	trusted	in	His	rescue	plan?	Or	are	you	still	trying	to	build	your	own?	

Reflec:on	Ques:ons	
• •	Why	is	it	important	that	the	ark	was	God’s	idea,	not	Noah’s?	

• •	How	does	Noah’s	story	help	you	appreciate	the	grace	found	in	Christ?	

• •	Are	you	fully	resting	in	God’s	rescue	plan—or	still	trying	to	earn	it?	

Prac:cal	Applica:on	
Take	5	minutes	today	to	re>lect	on	Ephesians	2:4–9.	Write	down	or	speak	aloud	what	you’ve	
been	“saved	from”	and	“saved	to.”	Let	the	grace	of	God	humble	and	assure	you.	

Prayer	
Father,	thank	You	that	You	didn’t	leave	me	to	>igure	out	salvation	on	my	own.	You	made	a	
way	when	I	didn’t	deserve	it—and	that	way	is	Jesus.	Help	me	trust	fully	in	Your	grace	and	
rest	in	the	>inished	work	of	Christ.	In	Jesus’	name,	Amen.	



Day	3:	Salva:on	by	Design	

Scripture	to	Read:	Genesis	6:15–16;	Hebrews	11:7;	John	10:9	

Genesis	6:15–16	might	look	like	a	technical	blueprint,	but	don’t	miss	the	beauty	behind	the	
details.	God	doesn’t	just	tell	Noah	to	“build	a	boat”—He	gives	exact	dimensions,	materials,	
and	structure.	Every	inch	of	the	ark’s	design	was	intentional.	Why?	Because	when	it	comes	
to	salvation,	God	doesn’t	leave	anything	to	chance.	
	
The	ark	wasn’t	a	DIY	project.	It	was	a	divine	rescue	vessel.	Massive,	sealed	with	pitch,	built	
to	>loat,	and	most	importantly—>itted	with	a	single	door.	Not	two.	Not	many.	Just	one.	The	
same	is	true	of	our	salvation:	it’s	secure,	suf>icient,	and	singular.	
	
Jesus	echoes	this	reality	in	John	10:9	when	He	says,	“I	am	the	door.	If	anyone	enters	by	me,	
he	will	be	saved.”	Just	like	Noah	and	his	family	entered	the	ark	through	one	door	to	be	saved	
from	judgment,	we	enter	into	eternal	life	through	one	Savior—Jesus.	
	
Noah	didn’t	improve	God’s	design	or	offer	suggestions.	He	believed	God,	and	as	Hebrews	
11:7	says,	he	acted	“by	faith.”	That’s	what	saving	faith	looks	like—trusting	that	God’s	way	is	
not	only	right	but	also	the	only	way.	
	
We	live	in	a	world	full	of	spiritual	blueprints—religion,	morality,	self-help—but	only	one	
leads	to	life.	God	didn’t	ask	for	our	input.	He	offered	us	Jesus.	The	question	is:	are	we	
following	His	plan	or	trying	to	build	our	own?	

Reflec:on	Ques:ons	
• •	Why	do	you	think	God	gave	such	speci>ic	instructions	for	the	ark?	

• •	How	does	Jesus	being	“the	door”	impact	your	understanding	of	salvation?	

• •	Are	you	trusting	in	the	design	God	provided—or	still	adding	your	own	specs?	

Prac:cal	Applica:on	
Today,	thank	God	for	the	clarity	and	suf>iciency	of	His	plan	of	salvation.	Memorize	John	10:9	
and	re>lect	on	the	assurance	that	comes	from	entering	through	Christ	alone.	

Prayer	
Lord,	thank	You	that	salvation	is	not	left	up	to	my	design	or	effort.	You	gave	the	plan,	and	You	
are	the	Door.	Help	me	trust	in	Your	way,	walk	in	Your	truth,	and	>ind	rest	in	Your	rescue.	In	
Jesus’	name,	Amen.	



Day	4:	Covered	by	Grace	

Scripture	to	Read:	Genesis	6:14b,	16c;	1	John	2:2;	Romans	5:9	

In	Genesis	6:14,	God	tells	Noah	to	cover	the	ark	“inside	and	out	with	pitch.”	At	>irst	glance,	
that	just	seems	like	a	practical	waterproo>ing	tip.	But	the	Hebrew	word	for	pitch—kofer—is	
related	to	the	word	kaphar,	which	means	“to	atone.”	That’s	no	accident.	This	boat	wasn’t	just	
sealed—it	was	covered	in	a	way	that	symbolically	points	to	how	salvation	works.	
	
The	ark	took	the	>loodwaters	so	Noah	and	his	family	wouldn’t	have	to.	It	bore	the	wrath.	It	
absorbed	the	judgment.	Sound	familiar?	It	should.	
	
That’s	exactly	what	Christ	does	for	us.	1	John	2:2	says	Jesus	is	“the	propitiation	for	our	sins.”	
That	means	He	took	the	wrath.	His	blood	is	our	covering.	He	didn’t	just	protect	us	from	sin’s	
consequences—He	satis>ied	God’s	justice	in	our	place.	
	
In	Romans	5:9,	Paul	writes	that	we	are	“justi>ied	by	His	blood”	and	“saved…from	the	wrath	
of	God.”	That’s	the	good	news	of	the	gospel.	We	don’t	escape	God’s	judgment	by	avoiding	it—
we’re	saved	because	Jesus	took	it	for	us.	His	grace	doesn’t	just	patch	up	our	mess;	it	covers	
us	completely.	
	
When	God	looked	at	the	ark,	covered	in	pitch,	He	saw	a	sealed	vessel.	When	God	looks	at	
you,	Christian,	He	sees	you	covered	in	the	righteousness	of	Christ.	
	
There’s	no	greater	security	than	that.	

Reflec:on	Ques:ons	
• •	How	does	the	idea	of	“covering”	deepen	your	understanding	of	Christ’s	work	on	the	

cross?	

• •	What	does	it	mean	to	you	that	Jesus	absorbed	the	wrath	meant	for	you?	

• •	Do	you	live	like	someone	fully	covered	by	grace—or	still	trying	to	earn	it?	

Prac:cal	Applica:on	
Take	time	today	to	re>lect	on	your	security	in	Christ.	Write	down	2–3	ways	the	gospel	gives	
you	con>idence,	even	on	your	worst	days.	

Prayer	
Jesus,	thank	You	that	You	are	my	covering.	You	took	the	wrath	so	I	could	be	saved.	Help	me	
to	rest	in	the	security	of	Your	grace,	not	my	performance.	Thank	You	for	atoning	for	my	sin—
fully	and	forever.	In	Jesus’	name,	Amen.	



Day	5:	Get	In	the	Ark	

Scripture	to	Read:	Genesis	6:17;	2	Peter	3:3–9;	Romans	8:1	

In	Genesis	6:17,	God	says,	“I	will	bring	a	>lood	of	waters	upon	the	earth	to	destroy	all	>lesh.”	
It	was	clear.	It	was	>inal.	It	was	coming.	But	it	wasn’t	without	warning.	
	
God	didn’t	spring	judgment	on	the	world	unannounced.	He	spoke.	He	gave	time.	He	gave	
instructions.	He	provided	a	way	of	escape.	That’s	mercy.	
	
The	Apostle	Peter	connects	Noah’s	day	to	our	own.	In	2	Peter	3,	he	reminds	us	that	just	as	
the	>lood	came,	so	will	the	>inal	judgment.	Many	scoff	at	this.	They	live	as	if	it’ll	never	
happen.	But	Peter	tells	us	God’s	delay	isn’t	negligence—it’s	kindness.	He	is	“not	wishing	that	
any	should	perish,	but	that	all	should	reach	repentance.”	
	
God	is	patient.	But	the	clock	is	ticking.	The	door	of	the	ark	eventually	shut.	And	one	day,	the	
opportunity	to	trust	in	Christ	will	close	as	well.	
	
Here’s	the	good	news:	there	is	now	no	condemnation	for	those	who	are	in	Christ	Jesus	
(Romans	8:1).	The	Ark	was	a	shadow—Christ	is	the	substance.	The	Ark	took	the	storm.	
Christ	took	the	wrath.	The	Ark	had	one	door.	Jesus	is	the	Door.	
	
You	don’t	have	to	be	crushed	by	judgment.	You	can	be	carried	by	grace.	But	you	have	to	get	
in.	Not	by	earning,	not	by	effort—but	by	faith.	

Reflec:on	Ques:ons	
• •	What	stood	out	to	you	most	from	this	week’s	study	of	Genesis	6:13–17?	

• •	What	does	it	mean	to	be	“in	Christ,”	and	how	does	that	change	the	way	you	live	today?	

• •	Who	in	your	life	needs	to	hear	that	the	door	is	still	open?	

Prac:cal	Applica:on	
Today,	take	one	step:	share	this	hope.	Text,	call,	or	pray	for	someone	who	needs	to	hear	the	
gospel.	Invite	them	to	church.	Don’t	delay.	

Prayer	
Father,	thank	You	for	being	patient	with	us.	I	praise	You	that	there	is	no	condemnation	for	
those	in	Christ.	Help	me	live	boldly	in	that	truth—and	to	lovingly	point	others	to	the	open	
door	of	salvation.	In	Jesus’	name,	Amen.
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