
A Life That Commends the Gospel

Titus 2:9-10


A Five-Day Devotional 

Day 1: When Words and Life Don't Match 

Read: Titus 1:16, Titus 2:9-10 

Paul has already made an uncomfortable observation about the false teachers troubling the 
Cretan churches. "They profess to know God," he writes, "but they deny him by their works." 
That's not a minor inconsistency. It's a contradiction serious enough that Paul spends most of 
chapter one on it. Correct words about God, paired with a life that argues against those words. 

Then Paul turns to instruct actual believers in actual households, including people with about as 
little control over their circumstances as anyone in the ancient world: enslaved Christians. And 
what he tells them comes back to the same question he just raised. Their submission, their 
service, their honesty, all of it serves one stated purpose: that they might "adorn the doctrine of 
God our Savior." Their ordinary, unglamorous faithfulness has something to say about whether 
the gospel they profess is true to how they actually live. 

This is worth sitting with before we go any further into the passage. Most of us don't struggle to 
say the right things about God. We can confess that Christ is Lord, that the gospel is true, that 
our lives belong to Him. The harder question is whether the parts of our life nobody's grading - 
how we handle a frustrating boss, what we do with money that isn't ours, whether our speech 
matches our profession when nobody's watching - actually correspond to what we say we 
believe. 

That question isn't meant to crush you into despair or push you toward pretending you have it 
all together. It's meant to expose where profession and conduct have quietly come apart, so 
grace can go to work there instead of leaving it hidden. 

Reflection Questions 

1. Where in your life is there the widest gap between what you'd say you believe about Christ and 
how you actually respond when no one is grading you? 

2. Titus 1:16 says corrupt works can deny a true profession. Where has your conduct recently 
argued against something you say you believe? 

3. When you read that ordinary faithfulness can "adorn the doctrine of God our Savior," does 
that feel like pressure or like dignity? Why? 

Practical Application 

Pick one place today, at work, at home, in a conversation, where you know your conduct hasn't 
matched your profession, and name it honestly to God before the day ends rather than letting it 
slide by unexamined. 

Prayer 

Father, You know how easily I can say true things about You while living as though they aren't 
true. Search the places in my life where my words and my conduct don't agree. I don't want to 
hide from that gap or explain it away. Thank You that You don't ask me to arrive at perfect 
consistency before You'll have me. Meet me in the gap with grace, and use even this ordinary day 
to bring my life a little further into agreement with what I say I believe. In Jesus' name, Amen 



Day 2: Real Authority, Never Ultimate Authority 

Read: Titus 2:9a, Acts 5:29 

"Bondservants are to be submissive to their own masters in everything." It's a hard verse to read 
casually. Paul is writing to people who were actually owned, actually coerced, living inside a 
broken institution he never once defends. And still he calls them to real, comprehensive 
faithfulness within it: submissive to their own masters, not to whoever happens to claim 
authority over them, and in everything, not merely in the parts of the job they already liked. 

Most of us will never live under anything close to what these believers faced. But we all live 
under someone. A supervisor, a client, an elder, a parent, a landlord, an institution with rules we 
didn't write. And the temptation is the same one Paul is addressing: to treat faithfulness as 
conditional. Owed only when the authority is reasonable, the assignment is fair, and someone's 
watching closely enough to notice. 

Paul won't let that stand, but he also won't let earthly authority become ultimate. In the very 
context of this command, he tells these same believers to renounce ungodliness and reminds 
them that Christ redeemed them from lawlessness. Submission has real force, but real limits. 
When Peter and John stood before a council forbidding them to preach Christ, they didn't split 
the difference. "We must obey God rather than men." That's the boundary. Not every 
disagreement or every unpleasant assignment, but the line where obedience to a person would 
require disobedience to God. 

Between those two truths, real authority and never ultimate authority, most of our actual 
struggle lives. Not usually the extreme case, but the daily temptation to make our own comfort 
or preference the real authority we answer to, while dressing it up as principle. 

Reflection Questions 

1. Where do you quietly treat your own preference as the deciding authority, while calling it 
something more respectable? 

2. Can you name the actual limit where faithfulness to God would require you to refuse an 
instruction, rather than just dislike it? 

3. Does an unpleasant assignment or an unreasonable person currently feel like it excuses you 
from faithfulness? Why? 

Practical Application 

Identify one responsibility you've been treating as optional because you dislike it or find it 
unrecognized, and complete it today specifically because you belong to Christ, not because 
anyone will notice. 

Prayer 

Father, I confess how often I decide which parts of my life are really under Your authority and 
which parts I'd rather keep for myself. Teach me the difference between genuine conscience and 
simple preference. Where I owe faithfulness, even in what feels unfair or unnoticed, give me the 
strength to offer it as service to Christ. And where real wrong is being asked of me, give me the 
courage of Peter and John to answer to You first. In Jesus' name, Amen 



Day 3: What Opportunity Reveals 

Read: Titus 2:9b-10a 

Paul moves from submission and speech to something more specific: "not pilfering, but showing 
all good faith." It's easy to hear "pilfering" and think of petty theft, skimming a little cash, taking 
home a few extra supplies, and assume the command doesn't really apply to us. But the word 
Paul uses covers something broader: quietly withholding or misusing what belongs to someone 
else, whatever the amount, whenever access was granted for a different purpose. 

Some of the believers Paul addressed had real responsibility: money, goods, accounts, the 
practical machinery of a household or a business. That kind of access is exactly what creates the 
opportunity Paul has in view. Nobody is tempted to steal what they can't reach. The temptation 
only shows up once something has actually been placed in your hands. 

That's precisely what makes this such a searching test of character. Sin's logic is simple: I have 
access, so I can use it for myself. Grace's logic runs in the opposite direction: this was entrusted 
to me, so I use it for the purpose for which it was entrusted. The difference isn't really about 
money, or time, or information. It's about whether trust reveals someone dependable or 
someone who quietly serves himself the moment no one's checking. 

Paul doesn't leave it at the negative. He pairs "not pilfering" with "showing all good faith," a 
positive, demonstrated trustworthiness that goes further than simply avoiding detected 
wrongdoing. That's the real aim: not a clean record, but a character people can actually rely on. 

Reflection Questions 

1. What has been entrusted to you right now - time, money, information, responsibility - where 
you have access and nobody is closely watching? 

2. Be specific: what would "all good faith" look like there this week, beyond just not getting 
caught doing wrong? 

3. Is there anything currently misused or misreported that honesty would require you to 
correct? 

Practical Application 

Choose one entrusted responsibility (an expense, a deadline, a piece of information, a task you 
report on) and handle it today with complete honesty, even in the small details no one would 
ever check. 

Prayer 

Father, You see every place I've been given access others can't see into. Thank You for calling me 
to something better than simply avoiding getting caught. Make me someone who can genuinely 
be trusted with what belongs to others, because I belong to You. Where I've already used 
entrusted things for myself, give me the honesty to make it right rather than hoping it stays 
hidden. In Jesus' name, Amen 



Day 4: A Life That Adorns the Gospel 

Read: Titus 1:16, Titus 2:10 

Everything Paul has said about submission, speech, and honesty gathers into one purpose 
clause: "so that in everything they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior." Adorn doesn't 
mean these believers make the gospel true, or make God more beautiful than He already is. 
Their conduct can't accomplish either of those things. What it can do is commend, or discredit, 
the teaching they claim to believe. 

Set that next to where we started this week. In 1:16, people who profess to know God deny Him 
by corrupt works. In 2:10, people with far less social standing and far more reason for 
resentment can, through nothing more spectacular than faithful, ordinary conduct, make that 
same teaching look credible instead of hollow. Same test, opposite result. 

It's worth being honest about what this isn't. It isn't a call to manage your image so people think 
well of the church. Hiding a contradiction, or dressing it up to make it look better, doesn't repair 
anything. It just leaves the actual dishonesty untouched while polishing the surface. Where 
profession and conduct genuinely contradict each other, the answer Paul points to is repentance, 
not reputation management. 

And it isn't a substitute for actually saying something true about Christ. A trustworthy life can't 
by itself explain why Jesus died and rose again. That has to be spoken. What a faithful life does 
is keep the words from being contradicted by the messenger delivering them. Paul isn't trading 
verbal witness for quiet example. He's refusing to let either one carry the weight alone. 

Reflection Questions 

1. Where might you currently be tempted to manage how something looks rather than actually 
repent of a real contradiction? 

2. Do you tend to lean on either speaking the gospel or living faithfully, while neglecting the 
other? Which one, and why? 

3. What would it look like this week for your ordinary conduct to make your spoken profession 
more believable rather than less? 

Practical Application 

Have one honest conversation this week where you both speak plainly about what Christ has 
done for you and let the person see something in your conduct that backs it up, rather than 
relying on one without the other. 

Prayer 

Father, I don't want a life that quietly argues against everything I claim to believe about You. 
Where there's a real contradiction between my profession and my conduct, don't let me manage 
the appearance of it. Bring me to actual repentance instead. And give me the courage to speak 
plainly about Christ, trusting that You can use even an ordinary, faithful life to make that 
message credible to the people watching mine. In Jesus' name, Amen 



Day 5: Increasingly His 

Read: Titus 2:11-14 

After everything Paul has just required - submission, faithful speech, entrusted honesty, 
adornment of doctrine - he doesn't leave it there. "For the grace of God has appeared," he writes, 
and everything shifts. This isn't a demand to try harder until you become acceptable. It's an 
explanation of how any of this is even possible. 

Grace, Paul says, does two things at once. It saves, rescuing people who had no standing to earn 
anything. And it trains us to renounce ungodliness and live differently. Those two can't be 
separated. Grace that only forgives and never transforms isn't the grace Paul describes here. 
Neither is a demand for moral improvement with no forgiveness underneath it. Both belong 
together, because both come from the same source: Christ, who "gave himself for us to redeem 
us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession." 

That's the order that matters most in this whole passage. We don't become Christ's by becoming 
faithful enough. We increasingly become faithful because Christ has already made us His. That 
word "increasingly" carries real weight. It means there's room for struggle, for failure, for 
repentance, and for starting again, because your standing was never resting on a flawless track 
record in the first place. It was resting on what He gave. 

If you've spent this week noticing real gaps between your profession and your conduct, that's not 
meant to leave you either defensive or despairing. It's meant to send you back to the grace that 
both forgives what you've done and keeps training you out of it. The life described all week in 
this passage isn't the price you pay to belong to Christ. It's the fruit of already belonging to Him. 

Reflection Questions 

1. Where this week have you been tempted to treat faithfulness as something you owe Christ to 
earn His acceptance, rather than something that flows from already having it? 

2. What would change if you actually believed grace both forgives your failure and is actively 
training you out of it, rather than choosing one or the other? 

3. Is there a specific place this week where you need to return to Christ in repentance rather 
than either hiding the failure or trying to fix it on your own? 

Practical Application 

Write down one specific way this week's passage has exposed a gap between your profession and 
your conduct, and bring it honestly to Christ in prayer today, resting on His finished work rather 
than your own effort to close the gap. 

Prayer 

Father, thank You that I don't have to close the distance between my profession and my conduct 
on my own before I can come to You. Christ has already given Himself to redeem me and make 
me Yours. Grace has saved me, and grace is still training me, and I need both every single day. 
Where I've failed this week, I bring it to You now, not to manage or hide, but to lay it down. 
Keep bringing my life increasingly into agreement with what I say I believe, for Your glory and 
my good. In Jesus' name, Amen
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