Melchizedek the Priest-King

A Five-Day Devotional from Genesis 14:18-24
Day 1: Give God the Glory

Read: Genesis 14:18-20, Genesis 14:22-23

After a difficult victory, it is easy to focus on what we did. We remember the decisions we
made and the effort the work required. Gratitude can shrink while our account of our own
contribution grows. Abram had returned from rescuing Lot when Melchizedek met him. There
was plenty that Abram could have said about his courage. Melchizedek directed attention to
God.

His blessing named God Most High as the possessor of heaven and earth. Then he praised
God for delivering Abram's enemies into his hand. Abram had fought, but he had not become
independent of the Lord. His success remained a gift received under God's rule. The blessing
helped him understand his victory truthfully.

That matters when we think about ordinary accomplishments. Faith does not require us to
pretend that work takes no effort. It teaches us to recognize whose world we live in and
whom we depend on. The strength to work and the resources we use belong to the God who
possesses heaven and earth. Giving Him glory makes us honest about ourselves.

Melchizedek's blessing also directs our attention beyond Abram. The passage introduces a
priest who points forward to Jesus, the King and Priest who brings God's blessing to His
people. Our deepest reason for gratitude is the salvation Christ has secured. We receive His
righteousness by faith. We cannot describe that salvation as something we achieved.

Consider one good thing you have been quick to explain in terms of your own ability. You do
not have to deny your effort to thank God for His provision. Name His kindness specifically.
When someone praises you, receive the encouragement graciously and remember the Lord
who sustained you. Gratitude can also loosen your grip on what you have received. If
everything belongs to God, you can use His gifts in ways that honor Him and serve others.

Reflection Questions

1. Where have you been taking personal credit without acknowledging God's provision?

2. How does receiving salvation as a gift change the way you view your other
accomplishments?

3. How could recognizing God as the owner of everything change the way you use one gift He
has entrusted to you?

Today's Practice

Name one recent provision and thank God for it specifically. Tell someone in your household
or church why you are grateful.

Prayer

Father, thank You for the good I have received from Your hand. Forgive my pride and my
forgetfulness. Help me recognize Your provision and honor You with what You have entrusted
to me. In Jesus' name, Amen
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Day 2: Peace Through Christ
Read: Genesis 14:18-20, Hebrews 7:1-3, Romans 5:1

We often want peace before we are willing to face what has disturbed it. A strained
relationship may tempt us to avoid a hard conversation. A guilty conscience may send us
looking for distraction. We would like the discomfort to go away. Scripture addresses the
deeper problem of our standing before God.

Hebrews draws attention to Melchizedek's name and title. His name means king of
righteousness, and his title as king of Salem points to peace. These descriptions help us
understand the greater King to whom he points. Jesus is righteous, and He brings sinners
into peace with God through His saving work.

That order matters. Sin cannot be ignored if we are to be reconciled to a holy God. We need
a righteousness we do not possess. Christ lived in perfect obedience and died for the sins of
His people. Through faith in Him, we are justified, declared righteous before God. Romans
5:1 connects that gift directly to peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.

This peace is more secure than a calm afternoon. A believer can face a difficult day, grieve a
real loss, or feel deeply unsettled while still being reconciled to God. Christ's work establishes
that relationship. Our changing emotions do not have the authority to undo it. We can bring
those emotions honestly to the Father because Jesus has opened the way.

If you have been trying to quiet guilt by staying busy, pause long enough to bring your sin to
God. Excusing it will not give you what Christ offers. Confess it, and look to the Savior whose
righteousness is sufficient for everyone who trusts Him. If you are already trusting Christ,
resist the urge to earn back God's welcome through a better week. Return to the finished
work of Jesus. His grace gives you a secure place from which to repent and obey.

Reflection Questions

1. When guilt troubles you, what do you usually do to quiet it?

2. What difference does it make that peace with God rests on Christ's righteousness rather
than your recent performance?

3. Where are you treating a troubled feeling as though it could overturn the peace Christ has
secured for you?
Today's Practice

Bring one specific sin to God in confession, then read Romans 5:1 and thank Him for the
peace Christ gives to those who trust Him.

Prayer

Father, I confess that I often try to manage guilt on my own. Thank You for the righteousness
and peace You give through Jesus. Help me trust His finished work and turn from sin with
confidence in Your grace. In Jesus' name, Amen

Freedom Bible Church | 2



Melchizedek the Priest-King | Genesis 14:18-24

Day 3: Your Priest Lives Forever
Read: Genesis 14:18-20, Psalm 110:4, Hebrews 7:3, Hebrews 7:25

Our ability to help one another has limits. We grow tired. We cannot stay beside every
person we love. Even faithful servants of God eventually die. Those limits can leave us
wondering who will sustain us when the people we have depended on are no longer able to
help.

Psalm 110 promises a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek. Hebrews explains how
the brief account in Genesis points toward that lasting priesthood. Genesis does not record
Melchizedek's parents, birth, or death. This silence in the account presents a pattern that
resembles the Son of God. It does not require us to imagine that Melchizedek had no human
parents or never died.

What the record of Melchizedek pictures, Jesus fulfills. The Son of God became man, died for
sinners, and rose again. His priesthood continues because He lives forever. Hebrews 7:25
connects our salvation to His enduring life and intercession. He is able to save completely
those who draw near to God through Him.

Intercession means that Jesus acts on behalf of His people before God. His care for us
continues now. We are not left to preserve ourselves by the strength of our own attention or
the consistency of our prayers. The Savior who gave Himself for us remains our living Priest.
His saving work is sufficient, and His ministry does not expire.

That truth gives weary believers a reason to pray honestly. You may struggle to find words.
You may return to the same concern again. You may be ashamed of how easily fear takes
over. Come to the Father through Jesus. Your access rests on the Priest who lives, rather
than on your ability to put together an impressive prayer.

Think about the concern that has been occupying your mind today. You do not have to carry
it as though Christ were absent. Tell the Father what you need, and rest in the care of the
Son who always lives to intercede for His people.

Reflection Questions

1. Where have you been living as though your endurance depends entirely on you?

2. How does Christ's continuing priesthood change the way you approach God when you feel
weak?

3. What concern can you bring to the Father today because Jesus continues to intercede for
you?

Today's Practice

Set aside five quiet minutes to bring your heaviest concern to the Father through Jesus.
Begin by thanking Him that your Priest lives forever.

Prayer

Father, thank You that Jesus lives and intercedes for His people. I am weak and easily
discouraged. Help me draw near through Him and depend on His faithful care today. In Jesus'
name, Amen
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Day 4: Worship With What God Has Given
Read: Genesis 14:18-20, Hebrews 7:4-7, Matthew 6:21

What we do with our possessions often reveals what we believe about security. We can say
that everything belongs to God while treating our money as the one thing we must control
without interruption. Giving brings that tension into view. It asks whether our confidence
rests in the gift or in the God who gave it.

Abram gave Melchizedek a tenth of everything. Hebrews asks us to notice the greatness of
the priest who received that gift and blessed the patriarch. Abram was the recipient of God's
promises, yet he acknowledged the standing of this priest of God Most High. His gift
expressed worship and allegiance.

We should keep the order of the passage clear. Melchizedek blessed Abram and praised God
for the victory. Abram's gift responded to what God had done. He was not purchasing the
rescue of Lot or persuading God to become generous. The Lord's provision came first. Abram
acknowledged it with what he had received.

That pattern helps us think about our response to Jesus. Our King and Priest has secured
salvation through His own righteousness and sacrifice. We receive His blessing by faith.
Giving to His work cannot add to the price He paid or buy a better standing before God. It
expresses gratitude to the One who has already shown us grace.

Jesus taught that our hearts follow our treasure. Generosity therefore reaches deeper than a
transfer of money. It exposes the fear that says we will be safe only if we keep everything for
ourselves. It also gives us a concrete way to confess that what we have belongs to the Lord.
The work of the gospel is worth supporting because Christ is worthy of our trust.

Consider your giving with that grace in view. There may be a specific opportunity to support
gospel ministry or share resources through your church. Respond thoughtfully and willingly.
Ask the Father to free you from anxious possessiveness and to make your generosity an
expression of worship.

Reflection Questions

1. What fear most often makes you reluctant to give?

2. How does giving in response to grace differ from giving to earn God's favor?

3. What would willing generosity look like in one specific area where you have been
protecting your own security?

Today's Practice

Review one concrete opportunity to support gospel ministry through your church, and decide
how you can give willingly from what God has provided.

Prayer

Father, everything I have belongs to You. Forgive the fear that makes me cling to Your gifts.
Thank You for the salvation Jesus secured. Give me a willing heart that honors Him with what
You have entrusted to me. In Jesus' hame, Amen

Freedom Bible Church | 4



Melchizedek the Priest-King | Genesis 14:18-24

Day 5: Trust God Enough to Refuse
Read: Genesis 14:21-24, Matthew 4:8-10, Galatians 3:9

Some offers are difficult to refuse because they seem to place something good within reach.
A financial benefit may come with an expectation we should not accept. The chance to be
admired may require silence about something dishonest. The desire itself can make the
conditions feel less serious than they are.

The king of Sodom offered Abram the recovered goods. Abram refused even a thread or a
sandal strap. His explanation focused on the Lord, God Most High, possessor of heaven and
earth. He would not allow Sodom's king to claim that he had made Abram rich. Abram
wanted God's provision to receive the credit.

This refusal expressed trust in the God who had made promises to him. Abram could wait for
the Lord rather than take the opportunity on Sodom's terms. He also allowed his allies to
take their share. The text presents his own allegiance clearly without describing him as
taking control of every other person's portion.

Abram's choice brings to mind Jesus' temptation. Satan offered Jesus the kingdoms of the
world in exchange for worship. Jesus refused and affirmed that God alone must be worshiped
and served. Our Savior remained faithful where sinners have repeatedly chosen easier ways.
He went to the cross and secured the righteousness and peace we need.

We respond to that Savior by trusting Him with the cost of obedience. Following Christ may
mean turning down an advantage that would entangle us in wrongdoing. His grace gives us a
reason to value fellowship with God above an offer we cannot accept with a clear conscience.
Our hope is in the King who saves His people completely.

Ask where an apparent gain is pressing you toward compromise. Bring the actual terms into
the light. Seek wise counsel if the situation is complicated. You can refuse what dishonors the
Lord because your life belongs to the One who has already given Himself for you.
Reflection Questions

1. What opportunity currently tempts you to overlook a matter of faithfulness?

2. How does Christ's faithful obedience and saving grace help you face the cost of saying no?
3. What cost of obedience do you need to entrust to Christ as you consider refusing a
compromising offer?

Today's Practice

Identify one offer, habit, or arrangement that pressures you toward compromise. Take one
clear step to refuse it or seek wise counsel about it today.

Prayer

Father, I confess how easily an advantage can capture my heart. Thank You for the faithful
obedience of Jesus and the salvation He gives. Help me value Your fellowship and trust You
with the cost of obedience. In Jesus' name, Amen
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